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ALFRED BUBKA 
. stickers irritate him . 


statements came as- 
L. Robinson, who en- 
a plea of guilty to a 


'By Maurine Beasley f ~' 1L *'~ f 

Washington Post Staff Writer ' . ■ . 

Superior Court Judge, Alfred Burka told a 28-year-old 
black man who pleaded guilty before him Tuesday that ’ 
“black is pretty ugly /based , on my experience with a 
few people and, very frankly, you’re one of those.” 

The judge also remarked that “nothing makes me 
madder than to have one of - those bumper stickers that 
“ " says, /Black is Beautiful.’ ” 

The 
James 
tered 

charge of ; receiving stolen 
property, appealed to the 
judge to pufhlm On probation 
Robinson mentioned that he . 
was helping raise money for a 
narcotics , treatment . program - 
and working; with a black, 
newspaper. 

At this point, according to 
anil; official * court ; transcript,' 
Judge, Burka ; told- Robinson, 
“Well, you are- articulate- and 
as far as ,1 know you have, 
enough ability to do some-; 
thing else but. there are some, 
people, very frankly, and 
don’t know whether; you’re/ 
one of them, who are just too • 
lazy,, to work and feel this i£ 
the easy way out. ~ 

! /“Now I’m not one of those -, 
that /believes black is beautK: ; 
ful. - Black / can be beautiful ; 
maybe along with white and 
pink and 1 everything else but; 
there,' is ndthing that makes./ 
me: madder than to have some- • 
body have ~ one ‘ of , those .- 
bumper/ stickers / that ; says, / 
‘Black; Is Beautiful,’ and gen-; 
erally those; are the ones that * 
are making it ugly. ' 

/“The people that are workv ; 
ing hard every; day, .'the ones./., 
who . can make life beautiful, / 
they’re the - ones who go ok 
waving the big flag. They just - 
work quietly each day.; / . 
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Black Ugly, 
Judge Tells 
Defendant 

BURKA, From D1 

“As a matter of fact I‘d go 
so far to skifi that black is not 
beautiful and iet me say as far 
as I am concerned, right now 
black is pretty ugly based on 
my experience with a few peo- 
ple and, very frankly, you’re 
-one of them-” 

The judge then told- Robin- 
son, “You obviously got an 
awful lot of ability and you’re 
not using any of it. Among 
other; / things, - what you’re 
;gpilty - of today is ( stupidity. 
You should have at least 
looked around to see if the po- 
lice were there before you did 
anything like that” 

Robinson previously had 
told -the judge that he ob- 
tained the . goods, sportswear 
taken from Anthony Gibbs 
i Inc., from a friend named 
i “Fats,” who handed him a 
shopping bag full of the mer- 
chandise- in .the store. Robin- 
son said he - took a step' for- 

■ ward and ran into a police- 

man. • , 

« Described by Judge Burka 
as having “been in and out of 
i court more times than the new 
) judges,” Rpbinson has a rec- , 
!•; ord of petty violations. 

. The judge, however, agreed 
[ to put Robinson on probation 
r for. five years after giving him 
, -cre<Rt.vlor;'iitbet^'time'. already « 
; served. He was jailed June 9 
' awaiting trial on the charge. ■- 
I In granting -the probation; 

' the judge urged Robinson, 
t who. said he plans to attend 
Federal City College, to study 
Journalism, saying “half of f 

■ those people that I see on tele- 
I Vision and -the newspaper re- 
l porters that talk to me, well, if 
! brains / were- dynamite, they 
: wouldn’t have enough to blow 

their nose, to put it bluntly.” 


